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With Our Good Will – 30 Years of Shakespeare in Idaho


When a small group of actors in Boise, Idaho put together a production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream in the summer of 1977, little did they know they were giving birth to an institution.  With Our Good Will chronicles the history of the Idaho Shakespeare Festival through good times and bad, through the stories of the artists who made it happen and the community whose support remains a primary reason the Festival is alive today.  Over 600 photographs augment the narrative, which includes interview comments from some 75 Festival actors, directors, designers, board members and community volunteers, all of whom played a part in ISF’s journey from the green at One Capital Center in downtown Boise to a multi-million dollar, state-of-the-art theater complex and wildlife reserve on the banks of the Boise River, and, in the process, making ISF the state’s largest performing arts organization.
NOVELS
Circling The In Between
Four young men, friends since circumstances brought them to the same orphanage as children, gather regularly to test the mysterious powers of the Medicine Wheel, symbol of the four directions and the powers they wield.  It is said that, to a chosen few, such practices may summon a spirit helper; a guardian who will help guide them on their path through life.  Only in this case, some kind of cosmic wire-crossing taps Ryder McLean for the job. 

As he is about to landing at LAX after three weeks island hopping the South Pacific on his latest series of travel articles, a white light engulfs him and finds himself looking through a rifle scope focused on a tuxedoed speaker standing in front of a podium at a high-class, art museum reception.  He feels the rifle go off and a heartbeat later the speaker’s head explodes.  Just as instantly he is jarred back to reality by the jumbo jet bouncing on the tarmac.

Once home the white light comes again, and again.  It takes him to a place the people call Nord, and usually to a young Tracker named Badger.  However, he soon figures out that Badger could not be the one who committed the murder, so there is another to whom he is drawn as a spirit.  And as the dreams draw him northward – the direction of wisdom on the Medicine Wheel, he is frequently frightened by flashes of a monstrous, surreal face that seems to be moving before him.  Each dream lasts a little longer than the one before, and though he is fully conscious of everything going on in the dreams, no one in them is able to see or hear him.  

Finally, one of the dreams takes him to a different place where he meets a woman known only as the Caretaker.  She is aware of his journey but tells him only the place he goes to is called the In Between – a place where the spirits dwell.  She can tell him nothing about what is happening to him, or why, and when he asks for guidance, she simply places her hand on his chest and tells him to follow his heart.  

In Great Falls, Montana, contemplating his sanity over a several beers, a giant of an Indian named John Little Bear joins takes the bar stool next to him.  Ryder is particularly taken by his intricate beaded necklace, and thinks he sees the figures in it dancing to the beat of non-existent drums.  Intrigued by Ryder’s story, Little Bear takes him to a sweat lodge, where the monstrous face appears again, this time staying with him long enough to be revealed as a ceremonial mask worn by one of four dancers engaged in some kind of primitive ritual ceremony.  He can only watch in horror as they brutally torture and kill a man tied to a pole.  Emerging from the sweat lodge Little Bear points out discovers a bruise-like discoloration on Ryder’s chest, and explains that it is a mark of the spirits that means they have a task for him to perform.
Then Little Bear tells of his own vision in the sweat lodge – a solitary eagle flying high over the prairie toward the morning sun, searching for something.  These are signs of the east on the Medicine Wheel – the direction of illumination.  Taking his new friend’s advice Ryder changes direction.  He travels eastward for two days without enlightenment, then turns south for no particular reason.  Almost immediately he meets Anita Nebraska, a striking young woman who becomes fascinated with his mysterious dreams and vows to help him find their source.  They continue east together, seeking the elusive illumination that will make all this clear.  

Meanwhile, back in Nord, Badger, accompanied by his friend, Raven, follow a lead in the art museum murder to Swingtown, a gritty urban mecca in the roughest part of Nord.  In a rough and tumble bar they meet an old shaman.  He tells them the answers they seek lie in the vast and primitive Taimyr Peninsula.  He also recognizes a dormant power in Badger, and tells him his spirit helper is standing nearby, watching them.  Badger’s sees nothing, and despite Raven’s encouragement, he refuses to believe the drunken old man.

Having traveled east all the way to the Atlantic, Ryder becomes frustrated until he and Anita both witness a second ritual killing by the masked men, and Ryder recognizes the victim as the man Badger and Raven are seeking.

While pursuing their search separately in Big Camp, on the Taimyr, Badger is forcibly taken by two men to a secret cave in a nearby canyon, where their leader, Katja, informs him that he was brought here for his own protection.  Raven has been kidnapped by men loyal to Grey Eagle, whom they believe to the leader of a secret group trying to take corrupt the power of the Tribes and destroy their peaceful, nomadic way of life.   Three other men have also disappeared recently, including her father, and have not been seen since.

At dawn, word comes that Raven has been found badly wounded in a cave on a remote island.  The kidnappers are gone, but they discover the masks used in the ritual killings – the same masks Ryder has seen in his dreams.  Badger receives word from Tracker headquarters that radar has picked up an unidentified plane leaving the area.  Convinced it contains her father’s murderer, Katja offers to leave men to care for Raven until he can be moved, but only if she is allowed to join Badger in the chase.

Driving north, Ryder has another bloody vision through the rifle scope.  Two Nord government officials are assassinated and a leading industrialist is wounded as they announce a major government land exchange which includes a piece of the Taimyr.   This time, however, the killer is revealed to him and he is shocked to discover that it is Badger’s best friend, Owl, and that he and his cohort, Hawk, are fleeing south.

Ryder is now in the dream world more than in his own, and Anita is forced to determine their path with on her own.  Discovering that several places in Nord bear the same names as locations in the Northwest Territories, she hatches a wild plan to try and intercept the fugitives. 

Knowing Badger is on their trail, Owl sends Hawk by boat to wait for him in Melville Sound while he completes one final assassination, reiterating his promise of riches and power for them both.  But once Hawk is gone, Owl plants evidence that points to Hawk as the killer, then hides to watch what happens.  Badger falls for the trap and takes off in pursuit of Hawk.  Once he is gone, Owl takes off in his plane, but he, too, flies to Melville Sound, planning to kill both Hawk and Badger, leaving no one who can betray him.  

Ryder knows he must find a way to cross through the in-between and into Nord if he is to save Badger’s life.  Anita is convinced that if they get to the same place at the same time, it might be possible.  They hire a guide, ostensibly to photograph the polar bears, who are just coming out of the den with their cubs, all around Melville Sound.  Exploring the coastline, hoping to spot Hawk’s boat, Ryder spots a bright, white light coming from a cave in a spine of rocks follows it inside.  Anita goes after him, but finds the cave a dead-end, and Ryder mysteriously gone.

Struggling through the brightness, Ryder emerges on the other side as a polar bear.  Shocked at first, the transformation suddenly makes sense.  He is Owl’s guardian spirit, not Badger’s, and now he is supposed to help the assassin kill Badger.  Determined to reverse the outcome, he lumbers off in search of them.  

He finds Badger in time to see him surprise Hawk and kill him in the ensuing fight.  A moment later, Ryder spies Owl, lying in wait to kill Badger.  Racing to knock Badger out of the line of fire, he is wounded by Owl’s bullet.  Badger kills Owl and is about to dispatch the bear, which he thought was attacking him, but Katja convinces him it is a spirit animal and they must save it.  Once the bullet is removed, Ryder, weak from the wound, changes back into a man.  He relates his own part in the puzzle to Badger, who then returns him to the cave in the rocks where they make contact with a frantic Anita and return him to his own world.  Crossing through the In Between, the Caretaker appears to him again, removing the mark she placed on his chest and thanking him for a job well done. 

Recuperating in Bathhurst Inlet, Ryder pays one last visit to Nord to watch with Badger and Raven as Katja is installed as her father’s successor.  Learning he was about to be killed, Grey Eagle has confessed the plot to control the vast natural gas reserves that lie beneath the Taimyr.  Katja’s first act as tribal leader is to broker a deal that allows the government to tap the gas reserves while still preserving her peoples’ way of life.   Ryder and Anita plot a course for home, and a life together, wherever that may lead.

Loose Ends (in progress)

Will Hickock just wanted to indulge in a few of his favorite things: an evening alone by a beautiful mountain river, a self-caught trout dinner, and his guitar.  Just a couple of miles away, a remote mountain farmhouse is burning, taking the life of retired Sheriff Wardell Linehart, his surrogate father.  Before he can bury his only real friend accident turns to arson and the current Sheriff is hell bent on convicting Will for murder.  The reclusive ways of the mountain bike guide and sometime songwriter have made him somewhat of a novelty around Shambles, Nevada, but he’s about to discover that hiding from his past is preventing him from having a future.  


Deputy J.D. Pacheko has only been on the job in the small mining-town-turned-mountain-bike-mecca for a few months, but two things are very clear – the evidence is purely circumstantial, and Sheriff Rod Yeager is making this case way too personal.  Then Pacheko learns Marcus Fitch, a land man who has been secretly buying up oil and gas leases all over the area for an unknown employer, was seen poking around the Linehart farm.  The prospect of hundreds of wells popping up all over the area is a loaded gun pointed at the heart of the burgeoning tourist industry that has given Shambles new life for the first time since the gold smelter closed twenty years ago, and is enough motive to add Fitch to the suspect list.  But just when Will thinks he has some breathing room, he discovers he’s inherited the Linehart farm and the motive pendulum swings right back in his direction.


A second, nearly identical murder, only days after the first, takes the life of Sam Montforte, who supposedly turned his winnings from a lucky night in Vegas into a real estate empire built around the town’s growing reputation as an outdoor recreation hot spot.  However, another version of the story claims that Sam’s windfall was really a payoff for helping smelter owner Abe Latham disappear with $10 million skimmed during the last years of his operation.  


With the summer biking season just around the corner, two murders in less than a week, not to mention a potential environmental nightmare on the horizon, has the town in an uproar.  Looking for connections, Pacheko learns that Will was barely walking when his thief of an older brother, Doc, started slipping him into crawl spaces and over transoms so he could rob houses.  And he was only ten when that same brother set him up to take the fall for an armed robbery of the smelter payroll, only to die in a fiery getaway crash that burned him and all the money to a crisp.


Will spent his next eight years at The Ranch, a juvenile correction facility run by Sheriff Linehart.  The Sheriff recognized a youngster who had been led down the wrong path only because he was too young to know any better, and made it his personal crusade to see that Will grew up into a law-abiding citizen. 


When Carla Montforte comes to town for her estranged father’s funeral, a mutual interest in seeing the real killer brought to justice bring prompts her and Will to do a little digging of their own.  They discover that Fitch’s mysterious employer is Sam’s real estate partner, Corinne Barker, and when Fitch is found burned to death not long after, Will suggests to Pacheko that Corinne could be behind all three murders.  His theory is that Linehart already owned the oil and gas rights to all his land she had Fitch kill him thinking that since he had no living relatives the farm would revert back to the State and they could buy it.  Sam found out about the scheme so they had to get rid of him, too, and when Fitch tried to blackmail her into making him an equal partner she killed him.


Pacheko is impressed with Will’s investigative abilities.  Even Sheriff Yeager is buying into the theory until an attempt on his life while Corinne is still in jail puts the focus back on Will.  To make matters worse, DNA results come back linking him to the first two murders.  Just when all looks lost for Will, Pacheko comes to the rescue.  The DNA is not a true match, which means it has to have come from a blood relative.  Will’s only relatives are his brother and mother, both buried at the local cemetery.  Pacheko opens Doc’s grave and discovers the body is really Abe Latham, the smelter owner.  Doc’s whereabouts for the last twenty years suddenly become a $10 million question.


With nothing to lose, Pacheko puts an old picture of Doc into the system.  They get a hit at a prison in northern Idaho where Doc spent the last fifteen years under another name for armed robbery and murder.  He was released a month earlier.  A former cell mate tells them Doc used to brag about $250,000 he had waiting when he got out.  One night when they were drunk Doc let slip that the $250K was only a drop in the bucket.  The real prize was still sitting there waiting, and nobody knew about it but him.


The rest of Latham’s bearer bonds must be stashed somewhere in Shambles and Pacheko figures that Doc is killing everyone connected to try and find out where.  Then Carla drops a bombshell.  She never realized what it meant until now, but on her deathbed a few years ago, her mother told her that Sam was a lousy gambler.  He never won anything in Vegas or anywhere else.  He had to have been helping Latham, and when he figured out Doc killed Latham and used the body to cover his getaway, he found the bonds and quietly built his real estate empire with the stolen money.  


With Yeager in a coma, Will is the last remaining connection to the robbery, so he and Pacheko hatch a plan.  News of Will coming into an unexpected fortune spreads through the small town like wildfire, and lures Doc out of the shadows to confront his brother at the house where they both grew up.  Will produces phony bonds and Doc confesses to everything except Fitch’s murder, but before the deputy and his men can close in, the house is suddenly engulfed in flames.  Pacheko pulls an unconscious Will from the inferno just in time, but Doc escapes in the confusion.  


Pacheko speculates that Doc will be back once he discovers the bonds are fake, but Will doesn’t think so.  His brother is in the last stages of tuberculosis and probably won’t live out the year.  His greed for the good life had been soured by the desperate hope that enough money could somehow buy him a cure.


Realizing she will lose everything in court battles over fraudulent land deals, Corinne confesses to killing Fitch.  True to Will’s theory, he had been blackmailing her for a bigger share of their oil and gas scheme and she saw the opportunity to copy the other killings and lay the blame on Will.  As for Shambles, all the excitement has put their mountain bike resort on the map, and the citizens, now aware of the potential environmental threat to their newfound success, have banded together to purchase the leases to all the resort land in order to end that threat once and for all.


Sheriff Yeager recovers, but Deputy Pacheko has gained considerable respect in town, and fall elections cement his future in Shambles as the new Sheriff.  Carla’s father left her his newest housing development, the only deal he ever made with clean money.  She decides to stay and see if she can salvage the family name. 


With a couple of new friends, Will’s loner status seems in jeopardy.  He recognizes it’s time for a career change, but instead of taking Pacheko’s offer of a deputy’s badge, he chooses to hang out his own shingle as Shambles’ first private detective.  

Common Ground (in progress)
Small towns on the edge of National Forests generally offer two prime sources of employment – lumber mills and tourism – and the two rarely mix well.  Fourth generation forest ranger Sophie Williams, tough, idealistic, committed to preserve her precious wilderness home, was still a teenager when her husband was killed in Viet Nam.  She has known few men since then, and none like Sean McKenna.  Clues to the murder of a U.S. Congressman in Washington D.C., lead the FBI Agent deep into the Bitterroot Mountains of Idaho where the two of them uncover more murders, and a plot to skim millions of dollars from a Federal land and water fund.  But when the murderer winds up dead, the trail goes cold, and finding answers amidst a struggling timber industry, corrupt Forest Service officials and scheming land developers force the unlikely partners to make some hard choices between the people of one small town and the wild lands that surround them.

SCREENPLAYS
Grass (Bedarra)

In 1934 the Taylor Grazing Act was signed into law by President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the concept of open range across the western United States was forever changed.  The free range was no longer free.  Perhaps no group was so profoundly affected by the new law as the Basque sheepmen of southeastern Oregon.  The years that followed the passage of the Taylor Act proved to be a turning point for these hardy immigrants, and served to solidify the entire Basque culture in the United States.  

Elite cattle barons In Harney and Malheur counties saw the new law as a chance to secure more grazing land for themselves at the expense of smaller cattle and sheep operations and, more specifically, a chance to rid the region of the “dirty black Bascos” that had entrenched themselves over vast areas of public range under the traditional grazing rule of “first in time is first in right.”  

Events quickly brought this prejudiced attitude to a head in communities like Burns, Vale and Jordan Valley, and the Basque population found itself at a critical crossroads.  They could continue the nomadic, often clannish lifestyle they had lived for decades in the western United States and simply pack up their wagons and move on, or they could stand up and fight for their lands, their businesses and, for the first time, for their rights as Basque-Americans.


Basques had been coming to the United States since the late 1800’s, following the gold rush at first.  Traditional inheritance practices in their homeland, which passed family lands down to the eldest child, coupled with oppressive working conditions and prejudiced attitudes towards Basques throughout the rest of Spain, drove many younger siblings, men and women alike, to seek their fortunes elsewhere.  They had been successful seamen, whalers and farmers for centuries, and now they found themselves adrift on the vast prairies of the American West, seeking survival any way they could.  Sharp businessmen, they quickly discovered that herding sheep for established livestock owners gave them the means to build their own businesses.  And while the men took care of that enterprise, the women ran boarding houses and restaurants for the dozens of new Basque herders who arrived each year following dreams of their own.


The Taylor Act called for a system of grazing permits, applied for by livestock owners and administered by Grazing Advisory Boards, each of which held sway over one of several Grazing Districts established across the state.  Since the political clout in southwestern Oregon rested in the hands of the large ranchers, it was a simple matter for these cattle barons to control appointments to the Advisory Boards.  As a result, the rules for obtaining the new grazing permits favored large landowners over smaller operations. And each time the Basques figured out how they could comply with the new rules the Advisory Boards would change them, claiming they were only trying to make things more equitable, but in reality denying permits to the sheepmen in a blatant attempt to drive them out of business.


The story of the Basques’ resistance to this prejudice and manipulation is not one of the violence and bloodshed that existed between cattlemen and sheepmen in the Old West.  Rather it is a test of wills – of brains against brawn and right against might in the tough years at the close of the Great Depression.  It is the story of men and women who challenged the of power of money and the stain of bigotry to triumph and forge a new beginning for their culture in the hearts and minds of communities across the vast high desert prairies of northwestern America.  Theirs is a story that deserves to be told – to be held up as a shining example of how the American dream can truly be achieved.

Earth Moves


When pretty Penelope Persimmon asks quirky science detective Ozzie Shaw to help locate her missing father, he is too smitten to refuse. Besides, Professor Persimmon was a mentor during his college days, and has since become one of the world’s leading tectonic and earth fission experts, last known to be working on a top secret energy project with the CIA.  Almost simultaneously, large areas of the Pacific Rim suddenly begin loosing all electrical power for no known reason, throwing entire countries into chaos and threatening the world’s energy supplies.  Their investigation tracks the missing Professor to the lair of the evil Dr. Kalamatos, inside a hollowed out mountain on Vancouver Island, where he is being coerced into an attempt to tap the earth’s crust and release the powerful and nearly limitless energy in the planet’s inner core.  The Doctor’s army of mercenaries, led by the delightfully deadly Tamara Nevercombe, is also causing the mysterious power outages to increase the demand for his new source of energy that will save the world.  But the Professor’s theory has never been tested, and there no proof that it will do anything less than cause a huge volcanic eruption that would destroy a large portion of the planet.  Ozzie’s investigation prompts several more vicious and brutal attempts on his life, the last of which steals Penelope from him and drops her into the hands of Dr. Kalamatos.  With the help of some tribal fishermen, and his faithful butler, Bradley, he leads an attack on the mountain fortress and, just in the nick of time, saves Penelope, the Professor and the planet.
The Long Way Home 
Even after four years of World War II in Europe, Leon Stark is not ready to be back.  Still haunted by terrors he survived while others did not, he battles his visions of holocaust and death alone in a half-burnt shack on the high desert outside his small Idaho hometown.  His only companions are a young Indian who reluctantly joins him on his midnight raids of vegetable gardens and fruit orchards, and a mysterious vagabond who appears from time to time to haunt him with songs of life on the run.   He tries in vain to escape the maddening memories of war on a battered motorcycle using gas stolen from farm tractors and cars, but it seems he is doomed to battle his demons forever...until he meets Donna, and a past he had all but forgotten.

The Trojan Horse 
Jack Hogan is a computer jockey for the CIA.  Nothing dangerous, just routine data checks he sends off to a secret contact from his cushy cover job.  Then it's home to a blissful life with the woman he loves.  A car crash changes all that in a heartbeat.  He wakes up in a small country hospital and is told he's been in a coma for five years.  A CIA big-shot tells him his contact is dead, his girlfriend is married, and he must reveal everything he knows about the secret computer virus he developed so they can resume his operation.  No sooner has he done that than he discovers the whole set-up is fake and he's up to his eyeballs in real CIA activity – the kind he’s not supposed to live to tell about.  A daring escape gets him on the run and fighting for his life, but before he can do anything to get his life back, he has to find out why.

Haight - A Love Story 
In the summer of 1966, the last place Harry Longmont expected to be was San Francisco.  But when his high school sweetheart bags the bourgeois family life he has planned for them after college and runs off to be a hippy, conservative uptight Harry runs after her.  In the year he spends searching Haight-Ashbury for her, he goes through many changes trying to adapt to a changing America.  Some are gradually acquired, others are forced on him, and suddenly he finds himself mired in the dark underground of the anti-war movement , complete with clandestine drug deals.  In the end, it all comes down to one question – has he changed too much to go back?

Blues Man
"Lullaby of Love," a big hit for breakout songstress Darla Franklin, is climbing the R&B charts fast.  But to Jeeter Wilson, blues guitarist par excellence, it's a haunting melody that puts an end to thirty years on the road playing juke joints and dives from one end of the country to another.  It's his past, calling him back to Chicago, where 40 years ago a hot young guitarist named Rulon Burdine had a hit song of his own, and an ambitious young record producer pushing him to sell his songs to the white groups for quick, easy money.  Rulon's dreams of riches and fame ended with the suspicious deaths of his wife and baby girl.  Falsely accused of murder, he ran, and started a new life, with a new name.  But now he must return and face the demons of his past, even if it kills him.

Faded Glory 
Young Josh Reynolds’ yearning for  the wild country came from hanging around the San Francisco docks in the 1860's listening to seafaring adventures and tales of gold and silver strikes in the mountains of the Northwest.  The death of his drunken father cut his last tie with civilization, and he headed for the new gold fields of Idaho Territory to seek his own destiny.  The dead of winter in those rugged mountains was no place for a stagecoach, so the mail was carried overland on long skis by men of stamina and grit.  Cantankerous mountain man Dan Jackson fit that mold better than most, despite his growing years.  Destiny often horns its way in where it's not wanted, and this time it brings Josh and Dan together on a mail run, complete with raging blizzards, ice-jammed rivers, and the Dick Mack gang, fresh off a prison break and looking for a little glory of their own in the form of a nice, fat mine payroll.

STORIES AND TREATMENTS
Pearl

Steve Bryce is a young, talented track star who dreams of working in some wilderness far away from the urban pressures of Los Angeles.  Eric Tabb grew up on a farm in north Idaho, learning that hard work brings independence and self-confidence.   They both need money to continue their college studies and they both love the outdoors, so when these two unlikely partners are selected to take on raptor researcher Alex Reed’s summer Bald Eagle migration count in the Pettit Lake Valley in north Idaho, each has his own reasons for being excited.  
          City meets country at the Lewiston airport when Eric is dispatched to pick up his new partner, and from the moment they first lay eyes on each other, a collision of ideologies and attitudes, not to mention clothing styles, appears imminent.  Ignoring the obvious, Alex concentrates on expectations and equipment, laying out his scenario for eagle behavior in the Pettit valley.  He makes it clear this is a job for professionals and trusts that the boys will deal with any personal animosities themselves.

At dinner one night about a week into the job, Steve meets Jennifer, a pretty, young waitress who takes a shine to him.  The knowledge that she’s Eric’s sister and he’s the “ignorant city jerk” her brother complains about all the time only fuels their attraction, but they decide to keep their friendship quiet for the time being.
           It quickly becomes apparent that the boys’ individual work habits differ greatly.  They both want badly to do a good job and to impress their renowned boss, but while Steve is relentless in his approach to finding and documenting the eagles, Eric is more patient, and prefers to let nature take her course.  A few weeks into the project, while Eric snores loudly in the shade, Steve intently scans the lake for eagle sign.  Sure enough, the female Bald Eagle they have been monitoring returns, looking for her evening meal.  Steve watches in amazement as she makes a steep dive and attempts to snag a fish.  Unsuccessful, she soars skyward again and begins to circle for another try.  The crack of a rifle splits the silent mountain air.  Eric jumps to his feet and together they watch the majestic eagle crash into the lake.
            While Eric races to the water, Steve turns his binoculars in the direction of the shot and spots an old red pickup speeding away.  Swimming hard for the flailing eagle, Eric is able to grab her and make his way to shore, but not without getting a talon through his hand.  Steve is there with a hastily emptied backpack and they transport the wounded bird to Alex. 
            Next morning the boys show up for work to find the eagle sitting on a perch wearing a leather hood, her legs attached to the perch with a pair of buckskin jesses.  She has a splint on her wing, which Alex explains will remain there for a week or more, after which they will determine if the damage to her wing from the bullet will allow her to fly well enough to return to the wild.  She will require daily attention throughout the process, for which both boys heartily volunteer.  Alex suggests they name her, and all agree that the eagle’s luxurious white head warrants calling her Pearl.
            The boys return to their monitoring duties, ending each day with a class from Alex on the traditions and techniques of falconry.  He is impressed with their enthusiasm, not to mention the fact that they finally seem to be getting along.  Pearl responds well to their care, and their respect and reverence for the eagle grows daily.  Once the splint is removed they begin coaxing her into short flights to a t-perch held by one of the boys, and it isn’t long before she is flying free.  

With summer almost over, Eric, the loser in a coin toss, leaves for a few days in the field to complete their monitoring duties while Steve stays behind to take care of Pearl.  Jennifer takes advantage of her brother’s absence to visit Steve more often.  She and Pearl seem to have a natural attraction for each other, so much so that he shows her how to take the eagle off the perch and launch her skyward from the glove.  She is thrilled, and Alex observes from a distance that there is something more than friendship developing between them.

When Eric returns, Pearl is nearly ready to be returned to the wild.  Alex congratulates them on a job well done and tells them how pleased he is that they seem to be getting along so well.  One evening a gruff, shifty man named Rudy Johnson shows up.  Alex knows him as a civilian advisor to the military.  He wants them to fly Pearl for a top secret project that he can tell them nothing about except it will take two weeks and pay them both enough to finish college, with some left over for graduate school.  Despite the money, the boys aren’t so sure it would be the best thing for Pearl.  Alex argues that another two weeks won’t make a difference in her ability to return to the wild.  Steve agrees, but Eric remains adamant that it is a bad idea.  The vote is two-to-one, and two days later the boys find themselves in a remote desert canyon camp surrounded by armed military security.  

They meet computer genius Clyde Barton, who has designed an unmanned drone that flies like a bird.  He wants Pearl to wear a set of motion sensors while she navigates a pre-determined obstacle course.  The data from her movements will be programmed into the drone.  The flights go well.  Everyone is impressed by the eagle and the boys’ ability to handle her.  Only Sarge, a crusty combat veteran who heads the security detail, remains unmoved by the proceedings.  One of the guards tells the boys Sarge is a troublemaker who was busted in Iraq and this detail is his punishment.

During the first week, they boys report seeing a mysterious silver pickup on the rim of the canyon a couple of times, as if someone were watching them, but Rudy writes it off to curious locals.  A few days before they are scheduled to leave, Steve manages to sneak into town for some beer and spots a silver pickup leaving.  He learns it belongs to a nice couple renting a cabin in the hills outside town. 

Rudy ignores the sighting again, but Sarge insists on checking it out.  The next day Rudy announces they’re going to try some new flight tests and will require a few extra days of flying.  Both Steve and Eric protest the sudden change in plans.  Rudy tries to placate them with additional money but they are having none of it.  Finally he is forced to reveal the real reason they are there.  The sensors have been attached to a small box she has been carrying on her flights.  It contains a prototype camera lens and a highly secret chip that transmits images from the lens wirelessly, in real time.  Reluctantly, the boys acquiesce.
 
That night a rattlesnake slithering past Pearl’s perch becomes late night snack, and the next morning the boys refuse to fly her.  If she’s not hungry there is too much chance she will take off, and the fact that it’s a windy day only makes matters worse.  Rudy is furious.  His superiors from the Pentagon are flying in the next day and he plans on having results for them.  Threatened with breach of contract and possible jail time, they reluctantly acquiesce, only to watch as Pearl casually rides the gusty winds far down the canyon, disappearing over the distant rim.  The boys toss their gear and a radio into an Army jeep and take off in pursuit.  Once they are gone, Rudy orders Sarge to take a pair of hum-vees and get that box back using any means necessary, without being seen by the boys.  

The camera is working well and Clyde can relay her movements to the boys.  Their relationship is back to square one, and they spend the day arguing at every turn, with Eric dishing out a healthy share of I-told-you-so’s.  Late that afternoon they get close enough to try and call her to the perch, only to have her lured away by a wild male eagle who leads her off across terrain impassable for the jeep.  Clyde tells them they have found a small canyon with a running stream.  The map shows the road takes the long way around to the canyon, so Steve, the runner, takes off after her on foot while Eric sticks with the jeep.  

As darkness falls, Steve sneaks up on Pearl, sitting calmly beside the stream.  He almost has her coaxed onto the perch when a bullet ricochets off the rock next to her and scares her back into the sky.  Several more shots miss, but Steve recognizes one of Sarge’s men through his binoculars as he scurries off through the rocks.  His radio is dead.  All he can do is wait for Eric. 

Back home, Jennifer insists that something is wrong.  Steve has not called as he promised.  Alex calls Rudy, who tells him everything is fine, but Alex knows when he’s being lied to and decides to go down there and find out what’s going on for himself.  Jennifer will not take no for an answer, and comes along.

Eric finally arrives, and late that night they sneak into Sarge’s camp.   They manage to disable one of the hum-vees and steal some food and a couple of fresh radio batteries.  The next morning, Pearl and the male eagle are back in the canyon.  The camera box has fallen loose, its lens shattered, and hangs by a single, thin cable.  The boys make a valiant attempt to lure her to the perch, but she again she succumbs to the calls of her new mate.  They manage to keep the birds in sight until the jeep runs out of gas, and when they continue on foot Pearl easily outpaces the out-of-shape Eric.  At his urging, Steve takes off running again.  

Sarge and his men find the jeep, and the boys’ tracks heading into the desert.  Their maps show a large river in that direction and Corporal Ellis knows a road that will get them there faster.  One of the men starts to call Rudy on the radio but Sarge stops him, knowing the boys will be able to hear their plans.  He and Ellis will take the hum-vee and head for the canyon, leaving the others with a can of gas for the jeep and orders to drive back and report to Rudy in person.

Alex and Jennifer arrive and rent an SUV.  While buying maps and supplies at the store in town, Alex asks about any water nearby.  The clerk tells them about the river and the wild Bald Eagle that has been living there the last several years.

Steve is surprised when a huge canyon opens up before him with sheer cliffs bordering both sides.  A broad river runs through it several hundred feet below.  By the time Eric catches up, Steve has spotted a pair of white heads in the cottonwoods along the river.  Eric is not a climber, and is reluctant to make the cliff descent.  Steve promises to guide him and once more their trust is put to the test.  As they make the dangerous climb down, an exhausted Steve slips and falls to a precarious ledge.  In a heroic move, Eric uses his belt to swing him to safety.  At the bottom there is a brief, but sincere moment of bonding before they set off for the cottonwoods.  

While Steve fashions a crude t-perch, Eric spears a fish to lure Pearl.  As they approach, the tiercel spooks and takes off, but Pearl, obviously hungry, takes the offering.  They barely have her jesses secured when shots ring out.  Sarge and his man are shooting at the tiercel by mistake and, fortunately, missing.  Walking out along the road they meet Alex and Jennifer.  The boys send Pearl with them and go back to find Sarge and take the precious camera box back to Rudy.
            At camp they learn Rudy has been gone for some time.  Moments later a call comes in demanding the secret box in exchange for the lives of Alex, Jennifer and Pearl.  The boys are certain Rudy is behind it and demand they make the exchange, but Sarge sends the box with Clyde and Private Lawson to the Pentagon brass waiting in town.  No sooner are they gone than Sarge finds Rudy tied and gagged in the supply room.  

At a small cabin in the hills Anna Lawson holds a gun on the hostages while Clyde demands his money for getting them the box.  Jennifer who has secretly loosened her bonds, launches Pearl, who knocks the gun from Anna’s hand causing it to fire.  In the confusion, Jennifer runs out with Pearl and Clyde takes off with the box.  Alex, who tries valiantly to delay the kidnappers, is knocked out.

Following their only lead – the mysterious silver pickup – Sarge and the others are searching the hills nearby.  Hearing the shot they begin to close in on the cabin ordering Steve and Eric to stay behind.  Jennifer watches the two kidnappers split up to look for them, and then sneaks back to the cabin to help Alex, putting Pearl in the hum-vee to keep her calm.  Steve and Eric subdue Anna, but Lawson gets the drop on them and the tables are turned.  Sarge and his men converge on the cabin, picking up Clyde in the process and as Alex and Jennifer explain what happened, the Lawsons attempt at a quiet getaway in the hum-vee is squelched by Pearl and they are captured.

Back at Pettit Lake, the four friends bid a fond farewell to Pearl and send her off into the wild, each wiser in their own way from a summer of unforgettable experiences.

Old Abe

In the spring of 1861, a rag tag band of young men bid tearful goodbyes to family and friends and gather in the frontier town of Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  Clouds of war darken the southern horizon, and volunteers are needed for the Union Army.  To the north, along the Flambeau River, another young man, oblivious to the white man’s talk of war, prepares to capture a young spirit bird from its nest to solidify his new position as a sub-chief in a small band of Chippewa camped along the river.


As the new recruits begin drilling, Chief Sky works valiantly to overcome the young Bald Eagle’s wild and ferocious nature.  The powerful medicine he hoped to receive as master of the spirit bird has become the joke of the camp.  Curious children have been injured, a camp dog killed.  The young chief seeks advice from his father, who informs him that the bird is angry because his master cannot teach him the one thing that makes an eagle the most powerful – how to hunt.  Without his own medicine, the bird is useless.  He would never be able to survive on his own.


 In Eau Claire, the young soldiers are not taking well to their training, either.  They all miss their families, and there is much grumbling about the hard work, long marches, and bad food.  Captain John Perkins is growing disheartened.  Then one day a farmer named Dan McCann appears in camp with a full-grown Bald Eagle his wife received in trade from an Indian for a bag of seed corn.  The bird is cantankerous, but every time McCann plays his fiddle, it hops about, screeching and flapping its wings to the music.  The soldiers are captivated, and McCann, who was rejected for Army duty because of a game leg, offers it to them as a mascot.  A collection is quickly taken up and the eagle becomes the newest member of the 8th Wisconsin Volunteers.


Ed Homiston, a hulking farm boy, volunteers to care for the bird, but being the biggest and strongest man in the regiment, Captain Perkins wisely decides he would serve them better with a rifle, and appoints James McGinnis, considerably smaller and younger, as eagle bearer.  As if by magic, the training improves.  With the national symbol riding its perch at the head of the color guard, the men march tall and proud.  It’s as if they have finally discovered a reason for being there.  Perkins is so pleased he names the eagle Old Abe, in honor of the President.


Word of the new mascot quickly spreads and the drilling soldiers and their unique mascot draw curious crowds.  In September the Eagle Brigade, as they are now known, receive orders to go to war.  Wisconsin Governor Randall and several dignitaries are there to send them off in style, and when the local band strikes up a marching tune Old Abe squawks and flaps his wings as the troops march off to board the train that will begin their long trek to Mississippi.


Arriving in St. Louis by steamboat a month later, Abe is startled by the cheering crowd that greets the Eagle Brigade and breaks loose, soaring over the rooftops.  After a long chase by McGinnis and several others, the eagle finally lands on a sidewalk, where an alert policeman is able to subdue him.  But there is no time for embarrassment.  The 8th Wisconsin is immediately ordered to give chase to a company of bridge-burning Confederates.  After an all night march, they catch up to their quarry at Fredericktown, Missouri, but Perkins, fearing a recurrence of the St. Louis debacle orders McGinnis to tether Abe to the roof of the courthouse, where he is relegated to flapping his wings and screeching at the noise of the distant battle.


In December, many miles and several skirmishes later, the 8th Wisconsin makes a cold, muddy march to a Union winter camp near LaGrange, Mississippi, and pauses to lick its wounds.  Abe is quite the celebrity around camp, and receives daily visits from soldiers eager to see a living example of their national symbol up close.  Ed Homiston’s natural love of animals has kept him close to Abe throughout their journey and his regular contributions of fresh meat for the mascot have made him fast friends with McGinnis.  They devise a game for Abe’s unsuspecting visitors.  McGinnis takes Abe out of sight behind a tent and Homiston borrows three hats, placing a piece of meat under one of them.  The soldiers bet on Abe’s ability to choose the right hat.  Abe invariably rips up all three hats and gets his meal, much to the delight of Eagle Brigade onlookers.


In the spring of 1862, the fighting resumes in earnest.  In May, near Farmington, the Eagle Brigade is surprised by a Confederate force and Captain Perkins is killed at the outset.  Less than three weeks later, a battle that raged two full days near Corinth also ends in humiliating defeat.  To make matters worse, McGinnis has taken sick and has to be hospitalized.  Homiston once again volunteers to be eagle bearer, and once again is told he is too valuable as a fighter.  


Thomas Hill, a jittery young man, is appointed to the position.  Unaccustomed to such a nervous temperament, Abe reacts the only way he knows, with aggression, and in a few short weeks later, Private Hill is reassigned to wagon duty.  Homiston pleads his case yet again, expounding on his knowledge of animals, but David McLain, an astute, serious young man from Menominee whose short stature keeps him forever behind on long marches, gets the job.  He cares for Abe better than anyone has before, training him to jump to his gloved arm for fresh meat, and teaching him to drink from a canteen on long, dusty marches, a trick which will save the eagle’s life more than once.


On October 3, 1862, the Eagle Brigade is part of a strong Union force that attacks the rebel stronghold at Corinth for the second time, receiving heavy rifle and cannon fire.  Following the standard orders, McLain keeps Abe to the rear with the color guard.  A stray bullet rips through Abe’s leash and he immediately takes flight, soaring up over the battlefield, screaming at the soldiers below.  Union troops, on the verge of retreat, are inspired by the sight of their national symbol urging them to fight and rally to defeat the rebels.  McLain is able to retrieve Abe unharmed, but word of this surprising development prompts Confederate generals to put a price on the eagle’s head.


In camp that winter, near Germantown, Tennessee, the 8th Wisconsin was again besieged with visitors wanting a look at the now famous eagle.  The infamous hat game is revived, and Abe refuffs any attempts at harassment with screams and flashing talons.  By Christmas, however, the lack of fresh food and clean water has taken its toll.  Typhoid and dysentery are rampant.  The grumbling even spreads to Abe, who sometimes receives fresh meat at the expense of the troops, in particular a chicken meant for the General’s supper.  McLain’s interest in caring for Abe is waning along with the eagle’s popularity.  He begins to neglect his charge, often forgetting to feed him.  Finally, Homiston can stand it no longer.  He confronts McLain, who has no objection to relinquishing his position as eagle bearer.  No one seems to notice the change.


Homiston keeps Abe in his tent and spends long hours talking to the eagle about his responsibilities as mascot and his ability to inspire men in battle.  He also revives the interest of the other soldiers by arranging for a fight between Abe and a local farmer’s Guinea Hen, thinking it a sure way to obtain a meal for the eagle.  Crowds gather, bets are laid, and Abe mounts a furious charge.  The hen escapes.  This action is repeated until the hen finally scurries under the house, ending the match.  The men begin to grumble over the lost bets, but their spirits rise again when the farmer, a union sympathizer, is so impressed with Abe he provides a fat chicken for his dining pleasure, and three more for the soldiers.


The following spring General Sherman pays Old Abe a visit and orders the 8th Wisconsin to lead Union troops on a round about march to Vicksburg.  The tide begins to turn in their favor as they easily capture Jackson, Clinton and Edwards Station.  At Big Black River, word is passed down that the rebels have cut off General Grant’s supply line to the north, but the very sight of Old Abe’s white head through the trees, riding high above the forest cover on his perch, flanked by the stars and stripes, is enough to shake the confidence of the rebel army, who seem to melt away, surrendering nearly 2,000 prisoners.  The Eagle Brigade finally makes camp in a muddy, mosquito-infested swamp outside Vicksburg on May 18th, barely sustained by a continuing diet of hart tack, beans, salted meat and stale coffee.  


Grant’s and Sherman’s forces now surround Vicksburg, ready to begin what will become a six-week siege, and a pivotal battle in the war.  Patrols from both sides regularly scout enemy positions, but while many encounters turn bloody, others result in peaceful trading of tobacco, whiskey and food.  One day a group of rebels cautiously make their way to a creek used for water by both armies and are shocked to discover a Bald Eagle splashing about fishing for minnows.  Homiston and the few Union solders enjoying the show fear the worst, knowing Abe is a primary target on the battlefield.  But the rebels are so shocked to see the huge bird they have heard so much about this close up, simply watch in quiet amazement, fill their canteens and depart with no more than a friendly nod to their Union counterparts.


On June 11th, the Eagle Brigade is ordered to the north perimeter, where they are met with heavy cannon fire from Stockade Redan.  Sherman orders a charge, and just as it begins, a cannon blast separates Homiston from Abe.  Once again the eagle soars free over the battlefield, screaming encouragement to the Union troops.  Rebel marksmen see their chance for reward and fire at will.  Homiston, injured and dazed, dashes onto the smoky field after his charge and is driven back twice by heavy gunfire.  Abe finally lands, making himself an easy target, and Homiston knows he must go now.  Across the field, he spots a Confederate soldier waving at him, seeming to signal they will hold their fire while he retrieves the bird.  Taking the enemy at his word, he runs out and grabs Abe, wrapping the leash tightly around his hand.  The rebels hold their fire, and as he turns to go, Homiston recognizes them as the boys from the creek.


As he heads for cover, another group of Confederates open fire on them.   Homiston trips and goes down.  One of the bullets grazes Abe’s neck.  He tries to fly off in a panic, pulling the big man along the ground just as two more bullets strike the ground where he had fallen.  By this time Union return fire forces the rebels to retreat.   Homiston clambers into a ravine already filled with dead and dying soldiers.  He cleans Abe’s wound as best he can as the battle rages around them.  Finally, on July 4, 1863, Vicksburg falls.


Once the fighting dies down, Homiston and Abe take a somber walk through the devastated city.  A photographer has just finished shooting General Grant signing the surrender and asks if he can take a picture of the famous eagle that so inspired Union troops.  As the men of the Eagle Brigade gather around Homiston and their mascot, one of them asks Grant if he would pose with them.  Grant thanks them and, snapping off a sharp salute to Old Abe, remarks that one General is enough for any picture.


The Fall of 1864 has painted Madison, Wisconsin in a blaze of color, and the town is in a festive mood.  Their boys are home from the war and a big parade is about to begin.  The men of the 8th Wisconsin are comparatively quiet as they wait for the parade to start, reflecting on comrades who are not there to receive the tribute.  David McLain has been asked to carry Abe in the parade, but he is reluctant to accept the honor.  He feels unworthy since he gave up on the eagle during the rough winter of ’62, and doesn’t really feel like he lived up to his sworn duty as a Union soldier because of it.  He wants instead to honor his younger brother, John, who was wounded at Corinth and sent home, by letting him carry the famous mascot.  He explains that Ed Homiston should really be the one to do it, but he stayed on with another unit to see the fighting through to the bitter end.  Young John is reluctant, but once a few of the other boys add their support, he tearfully accepts.


A cheer goes up from the crowd as the Governor steps to the podium and welcomes the Eagle Brigade home, lauding their exemplary service and singling out Old Abe as perhaps the most famous Wisconsinite in the war.  After a brief reference to fallen comrades and the brighter future that the United States can now look forward to, thanks to their efforts and those of many others, he orders the parade to commence.  Amid even louder cheers the band strikes up, and as the Eagle Brigade begins its final march down the streets of the capitol, Old Abe spreads his wings and bounces up and down on his perch to the music, screaming along with the rest of the crowd, knowing that he, too, is finally home.

Kid Russell  
Ever since Charles Marion Russell was old enough to know better, all he wanted to be was a cowboy in the wild west.  His first 15 years were spent in St. Louis, playing cowboy games, drawing cowboy pictures, and listening to tall tales around the river docks.  He wouldn't sit still for school, even the military kind, and finally his parents figured the only way to deal with his obsession was a summer of hard work on a friend’s sheep ranch in Montana.  For Charlie there was no turning back.  He caught the tail end of the Old West he had dreamed about, and worked the last of the big cattle drives as he watched the open range fill up with fences and settlers.  His passion for a way of life that was disappearing even as he lived it can still be felt in his paintings.  But that life was crafted of more colors than his brushes held.  The adventures he lived and the people with whom he lived them are stories all their own, just waiting to be told.

Homeless 
Sometime in the future, maybe tomorrow, a quiet young man joins a tent city on Venice Beach, CA.  Keeping his past to himself, blending in with the rest of the homeless, he makes friends, adapts to living off the urban landscape, and gradually becomes aware of an ugly reality.  People are disappearing.  Most never return, and the few who do are either drugged out vegetables babbling nonsense, or wracked with a horrible disease that soon kills them.  One of his friends manages to escape his captors and spins a horrifying tale of human guinea pigs in underground laboratories.  The villain is Enviro-Chem, a world leader in chemical research and currently basking in the glow of much favorable press for eschewing the use of laboratory animals.  Joining forces with a talented and determined television reporter, the three form an unlikely commando group bent on destroying the monster.

Flying Free
When two college pals sign on for a summer of monitoring eagles at a camp high in the Cascade Mountains of Idaho, it seems a long distance relationship is all they can expect with the birds.  But when a young eagle is shot, they decide to try and nurse it back to health themselves.  In a show of unity unprecedented in their relationship to this point, they manage to convince their crusty Forest Service boss to let them give it a try.  Their adventure lasts through the Fall and Winter as they train the bird to hunt in preparation for his release back into the wild the following Spring.  Along the way, the two boys learn invaluable lessons about life in the wild, and also about friendship.

Eagle Catcher 
The country West of the Rockies had seen few white men in 1825.  Samuel and Rebecca Williamson, and their two young children, face many perils in trying to establish a Mission on the heart of Indian territory, especially if they are to believe the  harrowing stories they have heard of other such attempts.  When 12 year old Joshua runs home with the wild story of an Indian brave who hunts with a small, swift bird that flies from his fist, his parents chalk it up to childish imagination.  But when the boy makes his first trip to the Indian village with his father, he recognizes the brave and is captivated by the hawks, and especially the golden eagle, on perches around his tipi.  A tentative friendship is formed that allows the Williamsons to learn first-hand about these native people and their way of life, and to share their own ways and beliefs to those who wish to know them.  The friendship between the boy and the brave becomes a bond that brings a grown up Joshua back from an eastern school to save the tribe from destruction at the hands of the U.S. Army.

TELEVISION
The Dreamer  (“Magnum, P.I.” 

Out for a jog one morning, Magnum finds a body washed up on the beach.  That, along with some expert P.I. work, uncovers a drug smuggling ring.  It also calls up memories of Viet Nam that threaten not only his life, but also the lives of Higgins and Robin Masters' niece, who, out on a wilderness hike, unknowingly stumble into a war over a crashed plane full of drugs.

The Lancers of Talon Ranch - Series Pilot Treatment

Hank Lancer is a widower trying to raise three kids and maintain his job as a field biologist with a major forestry corporation, and keep up with his internationally recognized work in raptor conservation.  He decides to hire a trainer for the birds to take some of the load off.  Enter J.B. Newton, a young troublemaker with no qualifications except an intense interest in the birds.  Over objections from all the kids, he is hired, and so begins an uneasy friendship that will change all their lives.  J.B. must prove himself to Hank, the kids, and most of all, to the birds.  And if that's not enough, he's got a few personal problems to overcome as well.  It's a task that proves more difficult than anything he has done in his life, and more rewarding.
One Light One World – The Official Film of the 1992 Winter Olympic Games

A trilogy of one-hour television specials documenting the Albertville Games.  Nominated for an Emmy and won a Silver Medal for International TV Programming at the 1993 New York Film Festival.  
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